Welcome to Third Grade at Cubberley
Room 17, Debi Bober, Ed.D., NBCT
drbober.weebly.com
Welcome Families!  I am anxious to spend this next year of life with your child.  My instructional philosophy is to maximize 21st Century academic success by increasing students’ cognitive engagement through discussion, writing, and collaborative learning. Below is the schedule I have planned to reach that goal:
Daily Schedule

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	9:00-
9:10
	Weekly Contract
	Homework- collect, process
	Homework- collect, process
	Homework- collect, process
	Homework- collect, process

	9:10-10:00
	Reading Instruction- Guided reading, Questioning, and Direct Instruction with a focus on vocabulary and summarizing main ideas
	Reading          Instruction- 

Guided Reading, Questioning, and Direct Instruction with a focus on reading skills & strategies 


	Reading Instruction- 

Guided Reading, Questioning, and Direct Instruction with a focus on author’s purpose and real world connections
	Computer Lab

keyboarding, reading, & research 


	Reading    Instruction- 

spelling, grammar, vocabulary, and comprehension assessment 

	10:00-10:15
	ELA Exit Ticket
	ELA Exit Ticket
	ELA Exit Ticket
	
	ELA Exit Ticket

	10:15-
10:35
	recess
	recess
	recess
	recess
	recess

	10:35-
10:45
	Timed Math Facts 
	Number Talks
	MUSIC & recorders
w/ Mrs. Schraeder
(10:35-11:05)


	Number Talks 
	Number Talks 

	10:45-
11:45

	Math Content-
direct instruction & collaborative groups
	Math Content-
direct instruction & collaborative groups
	Math Content-

direct instruction & collaborative groups 
	Math Content-
direct instruction & collaborative groups
	Math –

Review & Assessment 


	
	
	Library

11:15-11:45
	
	
	

	11:45- 12:15
	Social Studies/ STEM (science, technology, engineering, math)
	Social Studies/ STEM (science, technology, engineering, math)
	Social Studies/ STEM (science, technology, engineering, math)
	Social Studies/ STEM (science, technology, engineering, math)
	Weekly Contract and clean desks, class jobs

	12:15-
12:55
	lunch
	lunch
	lunch
	lunch
	lunch

	12:55-
1:05
	Computer Lab

keyboarding, writing, & research 
 
	Core Lit. Read Aloud
	Core Lit. Read Aloud
	Core Lit. Read Aloud
	Computer Lab
Jiji -ST Math Lab


	1:05-

2:00
	
	Writing:

Genre Writing Process: Organizing
	Writing:

Genre Writing Process: Drafting
	Writing:

Genre Writing Process: Editing/ Revising/ Publishing


	

	2:00-2:10
	
	Violin

1:30-2:10
	
	
	2:00- 2:20

IAATF/ Math Dice Games

	2:10-
	Homework Planner
& Clean up
	Homework Planner
	Homework Planner
	Homework Planner
& Clean up
	

	2:20
	
	& Clean up
	& Clean up
	
	

	2:20-
2:30
	recess
	recess
	recess
	Early Dismissal
@ 2:30pm
	recess

	2:30-
3:05
	cursive


	P.E.
	P.E.
	
	P.E.


Home Communication
It is vital and in the best interest of your child that close school-home communication exists.  You have the right to know the academic progress of your child at all times.  The easiest way for you to communicate non-emergencies to me is by writing a note and placing it in your child’s homework folder.  Email (dbober@lbschools.net) is also checked daily. Calling the classroom phone at 562-420-8810 ext. 117 is the least effective method, as I refrain from answering the phone when teaching.  An online App, Class Dojo, offers a quick way to send text messages to me during class time, or if you need an immediate response.
PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S HOMEWORK FOLDER DAILY.  I expect your child to keep a homework folder in their backpack EVERY DAY, and empty this folder nightly, only leaving inside what you plan to turn in the following day.  Many times, it is difficult to decipher what you want left in the folder and what you are turning in, so please DO NOT LEAVE PAPERS in the folder unless they are for me to collect.  Develop a system and a home location for homework IN/OUT, and train your child when and where to leave papers for you to sign and return.  You should check homework for completeness and accuracy, but independence is always the goal if your child is capable.
Student Learning Goals
Our class rules revolve around the expectation that everyone in our classroom continually strives to exhibit positive character traits at all times. Without positive character, student learning can be negatively affected both for your child and those seated around your child.  Therefore, I reinforce six positive character traits daily with mini-lessons, character building, and positive incentives.  These traits are: caring, respectfulness, trustworthiness, fairness, responsibility, and citizenship. 
Rewards and Consequences

I strongly believe in rewarding effort and positive character and extinguishing negative behavior. In my classroom, students have the opportunity to earn many rewards throughout the week for demonstrating effort and positive character. This year, students will receive Bober Bucks (class fake money) for exhibiting positive character traits throughout the day.  Groups and students will also be rewarded using the App “Class Dojo”, which you will be able to download, view points, as well as respond by text messages about your child’s effort and behavior.  The more your child practices respectful and responsible effort and behavior, the more chances your child has to receive Bober Bucks and Class Dojo points.  Students can use Bober Bucks to make purchases from the class Dollar Store (school supplies, small toys), the Grocery Store (cold drinks, popsicles), or to buy free homework passes, free play time in the computer lab, or other in-class rewards.  All third graders have the opportunity each month to earn an End-of-the-Month Behavior Reward movie party with their peers. The citizens of our classroom will each apply for and receive a class job, earning Bober Bucks for consistent, hard word at their job. Citizens who fail to complete their job can be fired, or can earn raises for above par work ethic. 
Homework
This year, homework will go home on Mondays as a packet and will be returned on Fridays.  Students are encouraged to complete 6 or more activities on the Weekly Homework Contract.  Some of the activities include:
1. Math Worksheets- Math worksheets highlight mathematical skills from in-class learning.  Review pages will be sent home the week of a unit assessment.  Any in-class work that is not complete will also be sent home to complete with parent help.  Typically, a stamp will denote if it “was completed with teacher’s help”, which means that your child most likely received 1-on-1 assistance (because of the level of difficulty).
2.  Spelling- Correct spelling of sight words is expected on all written work.  Specific spelling patterns and affixes will be practiced for homework, as needed.  Spelling will affect your child’s scores on writing assessments, and will be formatively assessed through written assignments only.  
3.  Typing- Children in 3rd grade are required to complete an end-of-year assessment on a computer.  This means your child will need to be able to type essays, type paragraph responses, and type mathematical explanations, as well as navigate on a computer proficiently.  Weekly exposure and practice using a keyboard is greatly encouraged.
Cubberley Reading Club- It is expected that every child completes a monthly Cubberley Reading Club calendar.  Nightly reading should be independent, and should extend for 20-30 minutes each night.  Record the books, chapters, and/or pages read on the monthly reading club calendar (coming soon).
Bathroom- Students request bathroom breaks using sign language.  They are excused to go during all “class work” or “independent work” time, but I expect students to wait until after instruction and assignment directions are given.  Students clock in and out (sign out) when leaving our learning community. 
Water Bottles- Students may bring water bottles.  They should leave these in their backpacks and take them out for recess breaks and lunch.  If your child prefers to have a water bottle in the class, be sure it is an insulated, condensation-free container, and not a plastic bottle, as these can be noisy and messy. 
Snacks- Snacks are allowed during recess, but not necessary.  If you choose, please pack a separate, easy to access snack in a backpack front pocket, as there is limited time during recess.  Sugary or messy (yogurt, hot Cheetos) snacks are not recommended.  
Lining Up- When the bell rings, students should enter the classroom through the outside door of Room 17.  Students will hang their backpacks on the outside hooks, remove any notes or papers for me from their homework folder, and attach these papers to their city (group) clipboard. This is not the appropriate time to meet with your teacher, as we begin the morning routine promptly.  If you would like to discuss something with me in person, please come at 8:30am, as I am always on campus well before school begins. 
Picking Up- I will dismiss students to the playground as the bell rings. I leave with the students, so please be on time, since I have my own children to pick up as well.  If you are not there to meet your child, your child will be instructed to play outside.
Birthdays/Special Holidays- Although your child may wish you to bring a class treat to share for their birthday, I highly DISCOURAGE this practice.  Please do not bring cakes, large cupcakes, chocolate or anything messy or with bright icing.  These typically become “ant sensations”.  Please be sensitive to the many students with milk and peanut allergies in the class as these students sometimes have to go without a treat. 
School Supplies- The following supplies are used regularly by the class.  We can always use your donations throughout the year:


Lysol wipes


erasers

Kleenex
            pencils

thin markers

colored pencils

VIPS- I NEED YOU!  Please sign up to volunteer in the classroom.  Since we have 30 students in the classroom, it becomes difficult to give every student the individual attention they need without your help.

I look forward to a great year as your child’s teacher!  -Dr. Bober
